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Introduction. 

• Multiple research has been done across Africa but these 
remain poorly utilized and are not properly linked to 
policy.

• The evidence is scattered and most policy makers are not 
aware of the existence of this evidence.

• There is need to consolidate research/evidence and work 
with policy makers to support uptake for effective 
response. 



Research-Policy models.



Research and Policy work in Africa- 
Enhancing the Pragmatic Model.

Community 
involvement (needs 

assessment, 
involvement in co 

creation labs,  

Research Work 
Outputs,

(Reports, policy 
briefs)

Relevant 
stakeholders.

(Public and private 
entities, policy 

makers.)



Challenges between research 
and public action linkages. 

Complexities of research work outputs. 

Relevance to the needs of affected groups. 

Limited political good will in research uptake.

Lack of understanding amongst the relevant stakeholder spectrum (this 
included misconceptions) 



Recommendations. 
• Speak to the practical needs of the communities are some 
groups more affected than others, in what ways….what are 
necessary interventions, what are the aspects of equity 
included for low income groups for instance.

• Highlighting the implications of the research e.g. If this is 
unsustainable, what price will X group pay to adopt to new 
approaches. 

Priority needs 
assessment with 
affected social 

groups. 
• Package outputs/outcomes into simple comprehensible 
language for ease of reference by policy makers and other 
stakeholders across the socio- economic, political and cultural 
spectrum. Including best practices where this has been 
successful or vice versa.

• Awareness on evidence and research platforms.

Translate 
research 

• Aside from publishing in journals, find innovative ways of 
research disseminations for understanding in the general 
public fora. (e.g. short documentaries, news briefs, targeted 
media interviews)

• Aim for lasting impact post research completion. 

Advocacy
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